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The price of tyranny: in the political economy of the
collapse of the Egyptian pound
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Abstract

This paper addresses the institutional logic behind the Egyptian economic
policies that led to the severe deterioration of the Egyptian pound over
the last decade. These policies cannot be interpreted as mere errors of
estimation or deviations in implementation but as necessities of the ruling
political model in Egypt, which is characterised by tyranny and cronyism and
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Magdy Abdel-Hadi- Economic Researcher



faced with contradictions in financing, representation and legitimacy. These
contradictions worsened particularly after the January 2011 revolution and
are rooted in the exacerbation of the public finance crisis. As rentier resources
decline, there is an increased need to generate more tax resources, which, in
turn, necessitates greater political representation. That political representation
contradicts the authoritarian nature of the model and threatens its patronage
networks. This forced it to adopt a self-contradictory “develo-political” model,
which increases involuntary collection mechanisms to compensate for the
financial deficit (and resolve the contradiction of financing and representation)
and attempts to strengthen and restructure its patronage networks through
exhibitional development thatis financially costly and economically ineffective.
The result was negative social resistance represented by a decline in private
investment and a rise in the tendency toward hoarding, speculation and escape
from the national currency through dollarisation, all of which weakened both
the economy and the currency.

Keywords: Egypt, Egyptian pound, US dollar, dollarisation, tyranny, cronyism,
25 January revolution.
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Abstract

The recruitment of religious groups in political conflicts has been a
notable political phenomenon in modern-day Yemen, facilitated by various
political actors, both local and regional. This paper surveys and analyses
this phenomenon and its objectives, characteristics and outcomes across
several religious groups with diverse orientations, and through numerous
incidents and events, employing a descriptive and analytical approach.
The paper adheres to three determinants: the spatial determinant, i.e.
the Yemeni geography; the temporal determinant, covering the period
from the establishment of the Yemeni Republic in 1962 until the present;
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Anwar Qasem Al-Khudhari, Head of Aljazeera Alarabia Centre for Studies and Research, Yemen.



and the thematic determinant, focusing on the utilisation of religious
groups as entities, efforts, activities and discourse in political conflicts
and against other parties exclusively. Ultimately, the paper presents a
set of findings confirming the existence of the phenomenon and the
involvement of religious groups in political recruitment as the weakest
link, highlighting the danger of its impact on the Yemeni political and
social scene, both historically and in modern times.

Keywords: political employment, political conflicts, religious groups,
Yemen, religion and politics.
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The Impact of Regional Changes on Saudi-American
Relations since 2021
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Abstract

This study sheds light on the most prominent regional issues and crises —
such as the Yemeni war, the killing of Jamal Khashoggi, the Syrian and Libyan
crises and the increasing influence of Iran and its nuclear programme - and
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the way the United States interacts with them as well as the repercussions
on US-Saudi relations. The study finds that the American approach to
dealing with regional issues and crises has prompted Saudi Arabia to adopt
new orientations in its foreign policy, focusing on finding new means and
tools to confront the challenges and crises facing the region devoid of the
American solutions that have only brought destruction and chaos to the
region. Indeed, the United States’ intervention in the region has created new
crises and exacerbated existing ones, prompting Saudi Arabia to strengthen
its relations with various international and regional parties and strengthen
its coordination and cooperation with them to address the crises facing the
region. Additionally, Saudi Arabia seeks to distance itself from policies of
axes and international and regional polarization.

Keywords: regional crises, Saudi-American relations, foreign policy trends.
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Morocco's Role in Governing Migration between Africa
and Europe: Pioneer or Border Guard?
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Abstract

This paper observes Morocco's transition from merely guarding European
borders to aspiring to assume leadership roles in managing irregular
migration from Africa to Europe, while also monitoring Morocco's endeavours
to garner acceptance of this role from African and European partners, and
the consequent effects. In light of this, the study seeks to answer to answer

A moally eljlita ¢raly dtagaell il wlpullg g)lall 9g-ilsll @ Caly geala Aliul (g icjg ol aye.a*

Al wlpull Julail @jeall
Abderrafie Zaanoun, Researcher in administrative law and public policies, research associate at the
Moroccan Institute for Policy Analysis.



the following questions: What are the contexts of Morocco's transformation
in managing African migration to Europe? Has it succeeded in moving beyond
the border guard model to play a leading role, as a transit state between
African and European countries, in managing migration flows? Ultimately,
the study finds that there is an increasing strategic utilisation of the migration
issue by Morocco to serve its political and economic interests. However,
its attempt to transition into a strategic actor in the regional governance
of migration between Africa and Europe has several repercussions on its
domestic situation as well as its relations with migrant-sending and receiving
countries, especially concerning the worsening instability in sub-Saharan
African countries and the blockage of migration routes in other North African
countries in addition to the increasing securitisation of European migration
solutions due to successive economic crises and the growth of anti-migrant
rhetoric.

Keywords: irregular migration, Africa, European Union, migration
governance, border control, Morocco.
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Abstract

Accompanying the proliferation of contemporary social justice movements
is the emergence of a radical ideological trend, dubbed by some thinkers as
"wokeness" or "wakism". This neoliberal ideology, driven by its creators and
proponents (like Western political elites, giant corporations, international
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Hicham Ismaili, Researcher in the field of human rights and international studies - Morocco



institutions and non-governmental organizations), veers towards
essentialism. This shift is marked by transitioning from advocating for the
rights of racial minorities suffering discrimination based on race and colour
to focusing on gender and sexual minorities, rejecting the traditional nuclear
family as an ideal societal model, and treating any sexual inclination as
natural and ethical.

This study aims to analyse the concepts and foundations of the "wokeness"
ideology as a specific type of "consciousness of discrimination” practiced
by the contemporary "social justice” movement. It delineates the principles
and strategies of this movement, which increasingly prioritise critical
theory and authoritarianism over values, identities and national references.
This is notably manifested by linking "wokeness” to the stream of applied
postmodernism, which encompasses intersectional feminism, radical
leftism, as well as a new wave of gender identity politics and the third wave
of intersectional anti-racism, all while focusing on the global social agenda of
"wokeness" ideology aimed at deepening the crisis of values and displacing
cultural and religious references.

Keywords: wokeism ideology, cultural war, cancel culture, leftist
totalitarianism, religion of Western elites.
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Abstract

In his latest book, Emmanuel Todd suggests that the West, led by the
United States, is losing the war against Russia. He delves into the
multiple reasons that have led the West to potentially lose its cultural-
religious foundations upon which its modern civilization is based as
well. Foremost among these, in his opinion, is Protestantism, which
he interprets, akin to Weber's classic analysis, as the driving force
behind Western civilisational progress. He identifies the abandonment
of its values, such as work discipline, consumption moderation, saving
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and deferred gratification, and their substitution with neoliberal values
focusing on consumption. Additionally, he notes the retreat from the
nation-state and a cohesive national culture as the primary reasons for
the West's declining power and the collapse of its civilisational project,
leading it to a phase characterised by a values vacuum.

Todd's approach emphasises cultural factors in understanding geopolitical
shifts, distinguishing it from other approaches that focus solely on
internal contradictions within capitalist economics in its neoliberal phase.
His approach highlights secularism, which has become a defining feature
of Western policies. This secularism also reveals itself economically, as
evidenced by Europe's adoption of economic sanctions against Russia,
with significant repercussions for European economies themselves.

Keywords: the West, cultural factors, Protestantism, the civilizational
projet.
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