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Abstract

The recruitment of religious groups in political conflicts has been a
notable political phenomenon in modern-day Yemen, facilitated by various
political actors, both local and regional. This paper surveys and analyses
this phenomenon and its objectives, characteristics and outcomes across
several religious groups with diverse orientations, and through numerous
incidents and events, employing a descriptive and analytical approach.
The paper adheres to three determinants: the spatial determinant, i.e.
the Yemeni geography; the temporal determinant, covering the period
from the establishment of the Yemeni Republic in 1962 until the present;
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Anwar Qasem Al-Khudhari, Head of Aljazeera Alarabia Centre for Studies and Research, Yemen.



and the thematic determinant, focusing on the utilisation of religious
groups as entities, efforts, activities and discourse in political conflicts
and against other parties exclusively. Ultimately, the paper presents a
set of findings confirming the existence of the phenomenon and the
involvement of religious groups in political recruitment as the weakest
link, highlighting the danger of its impact on the Yemeni political and
social scene, both historically and in modern times.

Keywords: political employment, political conflicts, religious groups,
Yemen, religion and politics.
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