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Smart Diplomacy and its Role in Enhancing Qatar’s
National Security: An Analytical Study

* Nafja Sabbah Al-Kuwari —s)lgsll 8yacqull Zlua dadls
uaidlas
jjeil duarilyi w) 8lal &uSall dywloghiall jga Julat @] & whjall odm oa m
Maiwdl 0o @ wiy e lgag Gatls] Guw @b s dlgal @ ilagll ool
Bagaall & vodlgl & ypat @] d&whyall ai wig & yalsill y 1 Cila yamill aa otg
Had ciellai wl @ 1S zagi drua $ytenll Jgall clglul 1} waa Jla| Lmangd
Lmijg jgl it @ ialg @ wliw 3g 6% el i1l & 1SAIl drwlaghiall Cilgal ca_ylagi
@] 8Pt wa Lilln Liding LAmia & wijall Ciaaiclg . @dly eayallg @ély el
drwlill sl ol o ey @o Clgadll od m il Cuayei wlg & llall & wl)a Cilgal
dywlaghall Cram wil 8 1S ¢1ity LaS «oilagll 0ol d_tclaiadlg dalnisdlg
tjlgia dtlga CulSlydi el iy JUA g dta)lall Glagamill A 11aT 6 & ySAll
dulpall gatrdg .g)S ol y 12 sjapll g3l Jrodiq dgall dyc) il jjeig
a0l @ mal ¢aia] Of O-Sed Lpdylaijllal J-iay gpdasll z3g—aill Of @l
dipe Gilng gal Giliayilyi wl y gl 8y 1@nll Jga Ul LmidA U0 O-Say @1l
i aliall 5l G baia JgLATI & 4S5 i wlogls Cilg] @l ALi-wi
aclill g8l (oilagl 3l & ySall &y wlaghiall g lng 1@ yalivall cilolsll
)—2all Jgal

Abstract

This study aims to analyse the role of smart diplomacy as a strategic tool
for enhancing the national security of the State of Qatar, within a regional
and international context characterised by instability and the proliferation of
non-traditional threats. It is grounded in neorealist theory as an explanatory
framework for the behaviour of small states, demonstrating how Qatar has
successfully employed smart diplomacy tools to build political and security
influence that exceeds its geographic and demographic weight. It adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology, supported by case study tools.

ad deala acluell dnulinll aglell Aliwl «s)lgSll 8jacqull plun dasli . *
Dr. Nafja Sabbah Al-Kuwari, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Qatar University.



The study examines the impact of these tools on the political, economic and
social dimensions of national security, and highlights how smart diplomacy
has contributed to neutralising external threats through the development of
balanced international partnerships, the enhancement of global legitimacy
and the activation of symbolic, non-military deterrence.

The study concludes that the Qatari model presents a replicable framework
for understanding how small states can develop flexible national security
strategies based on smart diplomacy that transcends the logic of hard power.

Keywords: Qatar, smart diplomacy, national security, soft power, small
states.
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