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A Social Approach to Understanding the Gen Z
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Abstract

This study seeks to explain the transformations associated with Generation Z
in Morocco—the group that led the recent protests—drawing on generational
theories and social change movements. It focuses on the generation’s
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Dr. Mohammed Elmoctar El Khalil, Director of Al Jazeera Centre for Studies.



intrinsic characteristics, seeking to understand and analyse the relationship
between digitalisation, the crisis of mediation between society and the state,
and political participation behaviours in their broadest sense.

The study is based on the premise that this generation differs from its
predecessors. It is a new political actor, having broken with traditional
political and protest structures, establishing a new paradigm for itself and
choosing the digital sphere as an alternative to the street.

In this context, the results show that Moroccan Gen Z is characterised by
decentralised mobilisation, a lack of leadership, and a preference for social
reformist discourse over direct political slogans. This has enabled itto achieve
relative impunity from security surveillance and to continue mobilising
without direct confrontation with the authorities. Furthermore, a Maghrebi
and international comparison reveals parallels with the experiences of
neighbouring Tunisia and Algeria, as well as Hong Kong and Chile, while also
highlighting structural differences with developed countries, particularly in
the areas of education and the labour market. In conclusion, we find that
the Moroccan government’s approach since 2020 has been based on a dual
approach that combines social containment and tightening security measures
before and after, without achieving sustainable institutional integration for
this generation, which makes digital protest action likely to continue in
flexible and renewed forms.

Keywords: Gen Z, Morocco, digitalisation, political participation, digital
protest, social movements, state-society relations.
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The Electoral System and the Reshaping of Morocco’s
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Abstract

This study explores how Morocco’s proportional list voting system, which was
adopted in 2002, has shaped the party system and the formation of governing
majorities. It draws on three complementary analytical approaches.

The first examines how the electoral system structurally affects party
pluralism and the limits of its representational effectiveness. It finds that the
low electoral threshold and the “largest remainder” formula have expanded
representation but also deepened party fragmentation and weakened
ideological differentiation.

The second approach looks at the dynamics of government-coalition building.
It shows that the list system has not produced coherent or stable majorities.
Instead, it has led to hybrid coalitions driven more by political bargaining
than by clear policy programmes, reducing government effectiveness and
blurring the role of the opposition.

The third approach highlights the major shifts in the electoral landscape
from 2002 to 2021. Party structures, weak internal democracy, the rise of
populist tendencies, and organisational splits have all contributed to a fluid
and unstable party scene, where the effects of the electoral system intersect
with broader political and institutional factors.

The study concludes that proportional representation, in its current form,
has not reached its full potential in Morocco. It functions more like an
individual-candidate system masked as a list system, unable to generate an
orderly party system or strong governing majorities. Improving the electoral
framework therefore depends on accompanying party and institutional
reforms that restore the mediating role of political parties and support
effective democratic competition.

Keywords: party-list electoral system, proportional representation,
Morocco’s party system, majority formation, government alliances, electoral
landscape, intra-party democracy, party fragmentation, political reform.
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Abstract

This study examines the accelerating transformation of cyber warfare in
the Gulf region amid the rise of artificial intelligence as a factor reshaping
national and regional security concepts. It analyses influential cyber incidents

Jadgall clsell @é dialy (iliigdad cayly puly *
Yasser Nayef Qtaishat, researcher in international relations.



and traces the use of intelligent systems in both offensive and defensive
cyber operations.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach alongside the
international systems framework to address its central question regarding
the implications and strategic stakes of artificial intelligence for the security
of Gulf states. It seeks to present a systematic analytical perspective that
links geopolitical and technological dimensions, demonstrating the role of
artificial intelligence in enhancing cyber capabilities and redefining the rules
of regional deterrence.

The findings indicate that the Gulf has increasingly become a testing
ground for advanced cyber operations whose impacts extend beyond the
technical domain to broader strategic considerations. The results also
show that contemporary cyberattacks rely on intelligent offensive systems
targeting critical sectors, particularly energy and telecommunications, and
are employed as instruments of geopolitical pressure. At the same time,
a clear gap persists between the scale of cyber threats and the level of
defensive preparedness, largely due to the absence of a unified institutional
cybersecurity framework.

The study recommends strengthening Gulf cybersecurity through the
establishment of a unified regional centre, the development of early warning
systems based on machine learning, and the adoption of intelligent defensive
solutions to protect critical infrastructure.

Keywords: cyber warfare, artificial intelligence, national security, Gulf states.
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Abstract

This study analyzes how Singapore, as a small state, has transformed its
structural limitations into a model of “smart power” through a deliberate
network-based design of policy instruments. Rather than combining hard and
soft power in a traditional sense, Singapore’s strategy integrates education,
governance, economic openness and diplomacy into an interconnected
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Aisha Al-Rumaihi, PhD Researcher at Joaan bin Jassim Academy for Defence Studies, Qatar.



system that maximises influence through position rather than size. Using
a network analysis approach, the study demonstrates that the multiplicity,
density, and diversity of connections strengthen Singapore’'s centrality,
enabling faster access to partners, markets and the centres of decision-
making, while its institutional efficiency and credibility reinforce its role as
a trusted intermediary. The findings show that Singapore’s influence derives
from its ability to design and manage overlapping networks—economic,
institutional and strategic—supported by capable governance and adaptive
learning mechanisms. The study concludes that smart power for small
states is a function of advanced network design and institutional coherence,
not material accumulation, offering a replicable analytical framework for
understanding the influence of small but well-connected states in a complex
international system.

Keywords: small states, smart power, network governance, Singapore,
foreign policy networks.
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Abstract

This study examines the evolution of international law from a critical
perspective that moves beyond the traditional Western narrative by analysing
the philosophical and ideological foundations that have shaped this field and its
historical association with the rise of the modern European state and colonial
expansion. The study advances the premise that international law, despite
claims of universality and neutrality, has been formed to a significant extent
within a knowledge and power structure centred on Western experience. This
formation has been reflected in its normative architecture and mechanisms
of application, particularly in its relationship with Third World states and
Arab countries in particular.

The study seeks to deconstruct this centrality by highlighting the contributions
of non-Western perspectives—especially Arab and Islamic approaches—to
the development of key normative principles of international law, including
the regulation of peace and war, respect for treaties, and the protection of non-
combatants. Italso analysestherole of non-Westerninstitutional frameworks,
such as the League of Arab States, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
and the Non-Aligned Movement, in advocating for the reformulation of the
rules of international law in ways that promote greater justice and equality
among states and curbs the logic of selectivity and hegemony.

In its analytical context, the study discusses the transformations that
contemporary international law has undergone, particularly since the end
of the Cold War, as it has become more closely tied to the logic of power
and interests under liberal globalisation, alongside the declining ability of
developing countries to influence the formulation of international rules. The



study concludes that the current crisis of international law is fundamentally
linked to structural power asymmetries within the international system and
the persistence of Western dominance over its institutions and decision-
making processes.

In light of this, the study calls for reflecting on an alternative theoretical
horizon based on the development of non-Western approachestointernational
law that accommodate civilisational and cultural pluralism, and contribute to
building a more inclusive and representative international legal order — one
that is capable of responding to contemporary global challenges on the basis
of justice, sovereign equality and respect for the particularities of peoples
and states.

Keywords: international law, Western centrism, non-Western perspectives,
Arab world, Non-Aligned Movement, liberal globalisation, international
justice.
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Abstract

Amid the necessity to maintain strategic hegemony and the challenge of
China’s rapid rise, the United States finds itself facing two options: either a
structured strategic retreat, or engagement in multifaceted confrontations.
Within this context lies the core logic of the study, which offers a detailed
analysis of the transformations in the strategic behaviour of the United
States following its withdrawal from Afghanistan—a moment that signalled
the onset of global change. This moment redefined the concept of strategic
rebalancing as a framework confirming the end of the unipolar hegemonic

Lyl pglellg plell Ogilsll g dinly (syraell slijSj rana *
Mohammed Zakaria Al-Amiri, researcher in public law and political science.



order in favour of multipolarity. To unpack the complexity of the central
research question— How did the US withdrawal from Afghanistan constitute
a turning point in the emerging international order? —this study adopts the
descriptive-analytical method, framed within John Mearsheimer’s theory of
offensive realism. The aim is to investigate the drivers behind the shift in US
strategic behaviour, with a specific focus on the geopolitical dimensions of
the Eurasian space and strategic interplays in the Middle East.

Keywords: US withdrawal, rebalancing strategy, Eurasian space, new Middle
East, Afghanistan.
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Abstract

This study highlights the emerging concept of “military orientalism”
as an analytical framework for understanding the impact of Western
representations and prejudices toward “Eastern enemies” on the formulation
of strategies, military decision-making and identity politics in modern and
contemporary conflicts. It argues that these perceptions — saturated with
epistemological and ontological assumptions rooted in orientalism as a
dominant discourse — distort the comprehension of military realities and
the overall strategic environment, especially when Eastern adversaries are
perceived as “inferior”, “irrational” and “uncivilised”. The study contends
that such ethnocentric tendencies in Western military and security thinking
hinder accurate assessments of strategic contexts when deciding on war
or peace, as well as of battlefield realities when making crucial operational
choices. They also shape Western self-perceptions when the “self-evident
decisive victories” they envisioned fail to materialise.

Moreover, the study underscores the centrality of these representations
in constructing glorified notions of military traditions and doctrines. This
is evident in the insistence of Western military historians and strategists
on affirming the “absolute and eternal” superiority of what is termed the
“Western way of war” over its Eastern counterpart, relying on stereotypical
orientalist dichotomies while overlooking clear counter-evidence from global
military history.

By contributing to the conceptual grounding of military orientalism, the
study seeks to demonstrate that war against the East is, on the one hand,
a material confrontation of manpower and weaponry, and, on the other, a
symbolic battlefield where orientalist representations are tested, and where
notions of identity, superiority and legitimacy are subjected to contestation
and negotiation.

Keywords: military orientalism, military history, strategy, representations,
othering, war studies.
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Abstract

Catapultas de la geopolitica posmoderna offers a critical examination
of the interconnections among the concepts of power, sovereignty and
civilisation in a fractured world driven by emerging dynamics that transcend
the traditional expressions of hard power. It explores the growing reliance
on soft mechanisms to enhance strategic influence, such as social media
platforms, artificial intelligence, the consulting industry, and the neo-colonial
uses of the geopolitics of water, food and debt. Revéiz analyses recent
transformations in the international system through a cross-sectoral reading
of phenomena that may appear distinct but are deeply interrelated from a
geopolitical perspective, including financial crises, regional conflicts, the
digital revolution, and the management of migration and climate challenges.

The book finds that the erosion of the human rights model and the declining
role of the United Nations in managing international conflicts have plunged
the world order into a state of “organised chaos”, marked by an unprecedented
normalisation of violent and complex wars—exemplified by the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and the Israeli war on Gaza—which the author interprets
as part of a broader imperial tendency to reshape the Middle East. In this
context, he calls for a revival of the international human rights framework
and the restoration of the United Nations’ historical function in mediating
global power relations, envisioning a multipolar world governance structure
anchored in the rising role of BRICS as a potential counterbalance to US
hegemony and a means to foster equilibrium among world civilisations.

Keywords: geopolitics, civilisational regions, dynamics of contestation,
hegemony, postmodernity.
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