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Posthumanism and Fifth-Generation Warfare:
Reshaping Conflict in the Age of Algorithmic Agency

* Basel Alrjoub - cigaj Jwlb
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Abstract

The contemporary international system is witnessing a profound
transformation in the nature of conflict, one that goes beyond mere
technologicaladvancementtoreshapetheveryconceptof warandagency.War
is no longer a traditional military act centred on the state and human actors;
it has become a hybrid networked process driven by big data, algorithms
and artificial intelligence, targeting cognitive structures and collective
behaviour before material destruction. This study posits that algorithmic
agency has emerged as a structural factor in military and political decision-
making, raising critical challenges related to responsibility, sovereignty and

Otlawld -aradudl pglell duls ddgall dlidellg ggalsll Aliwl «igay July . ¥
Dr. Basel Alrjoub, Professor of Law and International Relations at the College of Islamic Sciences,
Palestine.



legitimacy. It offers a critical analytical perspective that bridges security
studies, political philosophy and post humanist thought, aiming to explain
the deep shifts in the meaning of war and agency in the digital age..

Keyword: fifth-generation warfare, algorithmic agency, posthumanism,
hybrid warfare, digital sovereignty.
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Abstract

This study examines the growing role of artificial intelligence in military
operations, focusing on what are commonly referred to as "lethal algorithms"
and their role in the transformation of contemporary warfare. The research
analyses the war in Gaza as a prominent case study of the use of algorithmic
systems in target identification and strike and surveillance management.
The study addresses a central question: how have lethal algorithms altered
the nature of warfare in Gaza, and what legal and ethical implications arise
from their use? The research employs an analytical approach combined
with a case study methodology to examine the artificial intelligence systems
reportedly used in Israeli military operations and assess their implications
in light of the core principles of international humanitarian law, particularly
distinction, proportionality and precaution. The findings suggest that the
integration of artificial intelligence into military decision-making processes
not only accelerates targeting operations but also raises significant legal
and ethical concerns, including the decline of the human role in combat
decision-making the emergence of what is known as a "responsibility gap".
The study also finds that the Gaza case may represent an early indicator
of broader transformations in the nature of armed conflicts in the age of
artificial intelligence, highlighting the urgent need for clearer international
legal frameworks to regulate the military use of such

technologies and ensure the protection of civilians in armed conflicts.

Keywords: military artificial intelligence, lethal algorithms, Gaza war,
international humanitarian law, autonomous weapons.
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Abstract:

Between 28 February and April 8, 2026, the United States and Israel waged
a 40-day air and missile campaign against Iran, resulting in the killing of
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and a large number of senior Iranian officials
in its opening hours. The war prompted retaliatory Iranian attacks against all
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, despite their non-involvement in the
conflict—some of which had made strenuous efforts to spare Iran and the
region its consequences prior to its outbreak. It also reopened the Lebanese
front through Hezbollah and led to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

This paper argues that the 2026 war was not an abrupt event, but rather
the expected culmination of an escalation that had unfolded over three
years, beginning with the war on Gaza in October 2023, passing through
the "Twelve-Day War" in June 2025, and erupting at a particularly critical
moment for Iran. Notably, this war represents the first joint US-Israeli war
in the region, the first regional conflict in which GCC states were bombed
simultaneously, and the first large-scale Israeli-Iranian war following the
confrontations of 2024 and 2025. Its implications extend beyond the regional
level to the international arena across political, economic, defence and
security dimensions.

Although the completion of this paper coincided with the announcement of
a two-week ceasefire on 8 April—mediated by Pakistan between the United
States and Iran—the ceasefire left the core strategic questions that ostensibly
triggered the war unresolved, with the possibility of renewal or an escalation
into a broader and more intense conflict.

This paper aims to provide a concise documentary and analytical overview
of the 2026 US-Israeli war on Iran by examining its context and causes, its
key phases and turning points, as well as its dimensions and implications.

Keywords: US-Israeli war, Iran 2026, Gulf security, Strait of Hormuz, regional
escalation.
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Abstract

The West has experienced a gradual decline in its political, economic and
cultural hegemony since the end of the Cold War as a result of accumulating
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internal crises related to social divisions, weakening institutions and the
erosion of shared values. Numerous Western studies have examined these
dynamics, constructing narratives that suggest profound transformations
that may signal the West's decline and growing internal fragility. These
developments intersect with the rise of competing international powers,
making Western decline a cumulative and complex process rather than a
temporary phase.

Demographic and economic shifts also indicate a diminishing capacity of
the West to impose globally dominant narratives as it once did, alongside
a gradual loss of its symbolic and political monopoly. Recent geopolitical
shocks—such as the wars in Ukraine and Gaza and the intensifying US-
China rivalry—have further exposed the fragility of traditional patterns of
hegemony and revived debates on emerging multipolarity. At the same time,
the rise of the Global South and regional alliances is becoming an important
factor in the redistribution of power at the international level. This suggests
that the decline of the West does not necessarily imply a complete collapse,
but rather reflects a repositioning of hegemony within a more complex and
plural international order, opening the way for the analysis of narratives
of Western decline and their implications for the future of the international
system and the rise of new powers.

Keywords: Western decline, multipolarity, redistribution of power, hegemonic
crisis,international order.
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Abstract

This study argues that strategic patience constitutes a deliberate long-term
strategy rather than a form of passive capitulation or inaction. It enables
weaker states and non-state actors to overcome short-term asymmetries
in the balance of power through systematic restraint, gradual capability
accumulation, and the timely execution of decisive action when favourable
conditions arise.

The study identifies three core pillars underpinning effective strategic
patience: treating time as a strategic asset, the continuous accumulation of
capabilities, and the attainment of a calculated culmination under favourable
circumstances. It further examines the dynamicinteraction between patience-
based strategies adopted by weaker actors and the counter-pressures
exerted by stronger adversaries seeking to undermine or prematurely
terminate such strategies. In this context, the study outlines four possible
trajectories for the outcomes of strategic patience, ranging from internal
implosion and gradual capitulation to premature confrontation, or resilient
endurance that enables the continued accumulation of power.

The study concludes that strategic patience is not merely passive waiting but
rather a complex strategic process requiring a high degree of institutional
discipline, clearly defined escalation thresholds, and continuous vigilance
in monitoring geopolitical shifts. Absent these elements, strategic patience
risks degenerating into strategic paralysis or leading to the loss of the
critical moment for decisive action. This requires exceptional discipline,
clear escalation thresholds, and constant vigilance to prevent deterioration
into strategic paralysis or missed opportunities for decisive action.

Keywords: strategic patience, strategic time, capability accumulation,
deterrence and attrition, international conflicts.
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Abstract

This study examines the extent to which Qatari women have contributed
to economic development through their participation in the small and
medium-sized enterprise (SME) sector, within the broader context of Qatar’s
economic transformation since the early 2000s. The analysis begins with an
examination of the macroeconomic environment and diversification efforts
under Qatar National Vision 2030 and proceeds to investigate patterns of
women’s participation in economic activity and entrepreneurship.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on official data
issued by relevant statistical and institutional authorities. It analyses trends in
female participation in the labour force, the sectoral distribution of women's
economic activity, the characteristics of women-led enterprises, and their
economic value added in terms of contributions to non-hydrocarbon activities,
employment generation, sectoral diversification and the knowledge-based
economy.

The findings indicate that Qatari women have strengthened their presence
in the SME sector, particularly in trade, services, professional, financial and
digital activities, thereby contributing to private sector dynamism and the
expansion of the non-oil economy. However, maximising this contribution
remains constrained by challenges related to access to growth-stage
finance, managerial capacity, market competition, and the limited availability
of economic data disaggregated by the gender of the business owner,
which restricts accurate measurement of the actual impact of women-led
enterprises.

The study concludes that women's participation in SMEs represents a
growing pillar in Qatar’'s economic diversification process. Enhancing its
developmental impact requires policies that support institutional expansion,
foster innovation, and strengthen the integration of women-led enterprises
into local production and supply networks and major contracts, thereby
increasing their sustainability and contribution to GDP and consolidating



their role as active partners in the structural transformation of the Qatari
economy.

Keywords: Qatari women, SMEs; economic diversification, female
entrepreneurship, value added, Qatar National Vision 2030.
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Abstract

This study is situated within the growing scholarly interest in analysing
transformations in the governance of protest movements, with a particular
focus on alternative approaches to traditional security-based responses.
These approaches collectively form what can be conceptualised as the
paradigm of “soft governance” of protests. The research aims to examine how
the state adopts and operationalises these approaches in managing protest
movements, in @ manner that ensures stability while minimising political
and social costs, within a rational framework that combines immediate
interventions with long-term strategic planning.

The study is grounded in the central assumption that the state no longer
relies exclusively on coercive security measures in handling protests.
Instead, it increasingly deploys a set of interconnected mechanisms
based on interaction, negotiation and containment, involving a number
of actors from political, civil and institutional spheres. In this regard, the
research highlights four key approaches that constitute the core pillars of
soft governance: dialogue, participatory democracy, public policies and
intermediary institutions.

Through an analytical and deconstructive approach, the study examines the
roles, functions and limitations of these mechanisms in managing protest
dynamics. It also emphasises the variations in their positioning, influence
and effectiveness within the broader political and social system. Particular
attention is given to the critical factor of trust—or lack thereof—between the
state and protesters, as a decisive determinant in the success or failure of
these approaches.



Furthermore, the study seeks to assess the impact of these mechanisms on
the peacefulness of protest movements, while exploring the evolving nature
of state—society relations in a context marked by increasing social demands,
the diversification of actors, and changing modes of mobilisation. It also
aims to highlight the limits of soft governance, not as a complete substitute
for security-based approaches, but as a complementary strategic option
that oscillates between engagement and control, depending on prevailing
political, economic and social conditions.

The study concludes that, despite its potential to mitigate tensions and reduce
levels of violence, the effectiveness of soft governance remains contingent
upon several factors, including the consolidation of trust, the enhancement
of participatory mechanisms, the strengthening of intermediary institutions,
and the ability to provide substantive responses to social demands. These
elements are essential for fostering a balanced and sustainable relationship
between the state and society.

Keywords: protest movements, soft governance, participatory democracy,
mediation, public policies.
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Lebanon Between Hezbollah and the State in the
Context of the War on Iran
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Abstract

This paper examines the dynamics of two parallel trajectories in Lebanon
within the context of a broader regional war: the trajectory of Hezbollah and
that of the Lebanese state. It analyses how Hezbollah seeks to restore its
internal cohesion and reframe the Lebanese front within a wider regional
confrontation, thereby reinforcing the link between its role and Iran’s
position. In contrast, the Lebanese state is pursuing a different path, aiming
to differentiate itself from Hezbollah, constrain its security role, and reassert
control over the decision of war and peace through direct negotiations with
Israel. The paper also explores the overlap of these trajectories across
two interconnected negotiation arenas—Lebanese-Israeli and US-Iranian—
showing how this overlap creates varying margins of manoeuver for each
actor and shapes the management and trajectory of the conflict.

Keywords:Lebanon,Hezbollah, State,Regional Conflict, Conflict Management.

Calwlyall Byjall jSpas Gialy guéib (Groud . *
Dr. Chafic Choucair, Researcher at Al Jazeera Centre for Studies.
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China: The Revenge of Empire.. Is the West Nearing Its
End? by Alain Bauer
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Abstract

This review provides a critical analytical review of Alain Bauer’'s book,
Chine, la revanche de Uempire: La fin de 'Occident ? [China, The Empire’s
Revenge: The End of the West?], within the broader context of global systemic
transformationandthecrisis of liberalglobalisation. The analysisis structured
around three interconnected levels: a symbolic level emphasising China’'s
imperial continuity, a cognitive level examining Western misperceptions of

.agspinll Ligyglg glalull Llas @6 ganAia dialig @uedle] (spalell @S .2 *
Dr. Karim Mejri, media professional and researcher specialising in Balkan and Eastern European affairs.



China’s rise, and a material level focusing on the economic and technological
instruments that enabled China to reshape global power dynamics.

The review also argues that Bauer conceptualises China as a "civilization-
empire" that strategically utilises globalisation to restore its historical
position, with a strong emphasis on the security—strategic dimension.

At the same time, the review highlights key limitations in this framework,
including the conceptual elasticity of "empire", the overestimation of Chinese
strategic coherence, and the underestimation of structural factors within the
global economic system.

Ultimately, the review concludes that the book’s primary value lies in its
capacity to provoke critical questions about the nature of power and the
future of the international order, while emphasising the need to situate its
arguments within a broader comparative and multidimensional analytical
framework.

Keywords: China, globalisation, empire, power, international order.
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