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Gulf Security in the Context of the War on Iran:
Strategic Exposure and Questions of Defence
Integration in Light of the 2026 War

* Abdullah Rashid Al-Mursel — Juuyall adiily afll a1c
yaidlas
aly il wdll/ @ Syadl cap all of Lmaloa & jSpa d pags oo dwlall 03 m (G Laki
C1aiolg 2026 laly it/ pyly16 G—a Gip—itellg galill @6 Clay @il (@ly—] Gle
@ Agj—2a LS e Lisa o Sia ] dlagy e d&iamy a 8gii Of J—id il
@il wl @L<l & hal cils Lailg Lmagaig Olyma Oy glyall Lialjea
ciliviled o ML iy n A iadpa Jollo LmlalSy & taylall & 1iadl & aglaiall
Oly—til 8y iiilia Lalami lm wot Cruwll Ogleill gulag Jga ciaag oualall gpall
al" Lmbngs cipallod m & wlall Ty g gl nll LiolA fLas X do wlg & il
cpall aglmi 3 ia goaglall gadl CLasa @uill Cilygnill jJLiAl @ 41 "ae dbls
.a1)S well Lmeoflégl 13) w Lmang) X &Lyl

"edaAll A gamill" Glaio 0o gl JLaiil il ay sl oLy dwlall Jala
d_yclosll & aghiall o G—acdl J1all gig " Spall A jamill" G laia @]
d3ga3n0 G99 amingi @6 J GLaidl gl a)lgall a1 b GaSy X & yaylAll
Lamaiw dwlallodm o Olit whwl Ol olilgée A g .alga O JolSill
vr—Al ag amll g1 "d oISl 8g 208" & Igba iy all Al 1yaa g6 G edlgll
& Oy gyt i @l All Jga GlT wl @6 Clat @il wa ISall glaallg
dlgdag sl JAA ojluiicl do i g nig paly il & 1jlgn o Lmigiia gl
olel guly @é jLell zLiil bl 81l @8 Gy i @ il (dyguall iyl & iliivm

Jom Gran @b dalall Jihelig 8)g-1i (ul) slana J-laag

Julaall Jga 8)a 81 aani w gatlAll O3l 1w Ol ol awhall @ miilig
agilall 3)asll cLiy Ghaia @l dtie 3 CiliLaall Al il (Glaia g-a JLOTA @lc
d—cloall il danllg gajlall galall @le @ LISl L aicdl o gi «dalhiall

il Lilasllg daugall cilsilell b janiia Cinly (Juwpall Al alll aic *
Abdulla Rashid Almursel is a researcher specializing in international relations and security affairs.



diljadg «Gléinll a3 oia dtclos daglhiag (ASyiiite dtial sa16c o] 6yl
Gle ol s @ ailA ga)g cdalaiwl y iSig a als J & iyl wa cilalihag galyicl
Jda onll At (Jaell

‘Llag)_um I_1_|L|.LA.cg |.I_LLILLLU |)|_LLLA a_angl d_AI.S_LII A m g 0 dwlhall Julelig
@i 2021-2017 drarlAll a_AJXI g-mqg «atlc ALs amliis il g G0 0) LIAT
d—ejlia Qi li§ay dogcan droly il Glmgylisw & M Lmiailh g6 @2 &1

$giwa @l dalell Al pagill sgiua g Jlaill iy Loy dtiaj Glslg

AiSaall Aljlall 3 1867

8g-29 Jaym (Graa (Ol Gl 2026 cupa (Al a3l rdalioall Al alsll
Al Alagamill (o tlddl exp Il ool All g cloall JolSill (dolsll

Abstract

This study is based on the central premise that the US-Israeli war on Iran,
which began on 28 February 2026 and lasted for months before ending with
a conditional truce, was not an isolated military event within the geography
of the conflict between Tehran and its adversaries. Rather, it was a moment
of strategic exposure for the entire Gulf security system. For the first time
since the Tanker War of the 1980s, the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
states found themselves direct targets of widespread Iranian fire, not merely
a buffer zone for the conflict. The study interprets this war as a “revealing
case” that allows for testing the perceptions that have governed Gulf security
since the end of the Cold War, rather than simply as a narrative of its military
events.

The study argues that the war demonstrated the Gulf's shift from a “linear
threat” to a “composite threat” logic, and that the deeper flaw in the Gulf
defence system lies not in a lack of resources or spending, but rather in
their allocation and the limited integration among its member states. Two
key analytical propositions in this study find their practical support in the
course of the war: the “cost gap” between inexpensive offences and costly
defences, manifested in the Gulf states depleting between three-quarters
and nine-tenths of their interceptor missile stockpiles within weeks; and
the vulnerability of critical infrastructure, exemplified by the halt in gas
production at Ras Laffan, the shutdown of the Ras Tanura refinery, and the
disruption of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz.



The study concludes that the future of Gulf security will be determined by the
ability of the GCC states to shift from a logic of importing security guarantees
to one of building organised, self-reliant capabilities. This means moving
from heavy dependence on external guarantors and major defence deals to
a shared security doctrine, a multi-layered defence system, less costly and
more sustainable drone interception and countermeasure capabilities, and a
Gulf deterrent capable of operating under pressure.

The study treats this integration as a conditional political and operational
path, testing it against the most prominent counterexample: the 2017-2021
Gulf crisis. It then presents three forward-looking scenarios, supported by
monitoring indicators and time horizons, thus moving the analysis from the
level of general recommendations to an assessment of possible paths.

Keywords: Gulf security, 2026 war on Iran, Strait of Hormuz, cost gap, Gulf
defence integration, regional deterrence, hybrid threats.
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