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State and Status under Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani: A Reading of the Legacy of Qatar’s
Transformation

* Alanoud Ahmed AL-Thani - @uli J aaal agiell
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Abstract

This study examines the legacy of Qatar’s transformation under Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani (1995-2013) by analysing the relationship
between state-building, wealth management, and the construction of

Clwlysll syjall jSya pae duflig gl ainl quili JT saal sgiell 3 *
Dr. Al-Anoud Ahmed Al-Thani, Senior Researcher and Deputy Director of Al Jazeera Centre for Studies.



regional and international status, as well as the extent to which these
transformations endured after the transfer of power in 2013. It argues that
the most significant legacy of this period lay in the reconfiguration of Qatar’s
sources of power: transforming hydrocarbon wealth into institutional and
developmental capacities and deploying them to build economic, investment,
media and diplomatic instruments that expanded Qatar’s international
standing and room for manoeuvre at the regional and international levels.
The study adopts a historical-analytical approach and employs a “continuity
test” to distinguish between the leadership’s personal legacy and the state's
institutional and strategic legacies by tracing the performance of institutions,
capabilities and strategic choices in the post-2013 period. It concludes
that Sheikh Hamad's reign represented a second foundational phase in the
history of the modern Qatari state, during which the functions of the state,
its sources of power, and its instruments of action were reshaped. The
continued relevance of a significant part of these institutions, capabilities
and strategic choices—and their further development under Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani—demonstrates the transformation of part of the 1995-
2013 experience from the legacy of a ruler into the legacy of a state.

Keywords: Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, state-building, state
capacity, natural gas, soft power, international status, small states, political
legacy.
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Abstract

The Middle East is being shaped by the interaction of three overlapping
maps: the map of Israeli fear, which seeks to transform vulnerability into
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Dr. Ali Hijazi, Senior Researcher at the Politics and Society Institute, Amman, Jordan..



a permanent border architecture; the map of Iranian depth, which aims to
transform the network into a viable deterrent after the collapse of some of
its links; and the map of the Arab vacuum, in which collapsed, wealthy, and
limited-sovereign states alike become

the arena where the first two visions are tested. For this reason, the coming

confrontation is not solely about Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, or the nuclear
program, but rather about who has the right to define the regional space:
Are borders a product of international law, or of the ability to establish facts
on the ground? Is sovereignty a function of the nation-state, or a space for
negotiation among armies, proxies, corridors, intelligence, and technology?
Here, the attempt to overcome the geopolitical constraints imposed by
geography is a direct cause of political and military activity in the region.
Robert Kaplan had established the term “geography’s revenge” to address the
situation of countries that thought they were capable of managing politics
through force alone, before finding themselves governed by terrain, depth,
population density, corridors, security gaps, sea views, and strategic exposure
or immunity. All of this makes geography an important factor in determining
the foundations and capabilities of national security, and the state’s ability to
defend itself in all circumstances.

Keywords: Iran, Israel, Geopolitics, Geographical Expansion, Strategic Depth,
Deterrence, National Sovereignty, Regional Security.
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Abstract:

This study examines the strategic and economic implications of the 2026 war
on Iran for energy security in the Gulf states. It proceeds from a fundamental
paradox: while the Gulf holds a substantial share of global oil and natural gas
reserves, a significant proportion of its energy exports depends on a limited
number of maritime chokepoints vulnerable to conflict and disruption, most
notably the Strait of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab. The war demonstrated that
disrupting energy flows does not require the complete closure of a maritime
chokepoint. Missile and drone attacks, naval mines, rising security and
insurance risks, and the reluctance of shipping companies to transit high-risk
waters can severely constrain maritime traffic, with consequences extending
rapidly from the energy sector to public revenues, financial stability, supply
chains, and global energy markets.

The study analyzes the varying capacity of Gulf states to absorb such shocks
according to their geography, degree of dependence on the Strait of Hormuz,
and access to alternative pipelines, ports, and export routes. It also examines
the strategic interdependence between Hormuz and Bab al-Mandab,
arguing that the maritime chokepoints surrounding the Gulf constitute an
interconnected security system in which disruption at one chokepoint
can undermine the effectiveness of alternatives used when another is
impaired. Particular attention is given to Qatar, where the crisis exposed the
vulnerability arising from the dependence of liquefied natural gas exports
on Hormuz and highlighted challenges related to export continuity, storage
capacity, contractual commitments, and the preservation of market share.

The study concludes that Gulf energy security can no longer be assessed
primarily in terms of reserves and production capacity. It increasingly
depends on the ability of the wider energy system to deliver resources



to international markets and sustain supplies during prolonged crises.
Strengthening Gulf economic security therefore requires a more resilient
and diversified architecture encompassing alternative pipelines and export
routes, expanded storage capacity, greater regional integration of energy
networks, diversification of overseas assets and supply sources, and
stronger protection of maritime routes and energy infrastructure, alongside
continued economic diversification. In this sense, the 2026 war revealed that
the Gulf states’ central strategic challenge lies not so much in their capacity
to produce energy as in their ability to ensure its reliable access to global
markets amid an increasingly volatile geopolitical environment.

Keywords: Gulf Economic Security, Energy Security, 2026 War, Strait of
Hormuz, Bab al-Mandab, Maritime Chokepoints, Liquefied Natural Gas,
Supply Chains.
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Abstract

This study examines the transformations in Israel’s national security
strategy following Hamas's Operation Tufan Al-Agsa on 7 October 2023.
It seeks to answer the following central question: How did the 7 October
attack reshape the core principles of Israel’s national security strategy, and
what were the implications of this transformation? The study argues that
7 October constituted a critical juncture that prompted Israel to reassess
the strategic principles underpinning its national security doctrine since
the establishment of the state, marking a shift from a strategy centred on
deterrence to one guided by the concept of permanent security. To explain
this transformation, the study draws on the critical juncture approach, in
addition to the literature on national security and settler-colonial studies.
Methodologically,itemploys a qualitative analytical approach based ontracing
patterns of Israeli behaviour after 7 October, analysing official discourse and
Israeli policy documents, and examining assessments produced by Israeli
security elites and research institutes.

The study concludes that Israel has introduced fundamental changes to
its national security strategy. These include replacing deterrence with the
concept of permanent security, downgrading the traditional principle of
decisive victory in favour of pursuing absolute victory, and diminishing the
role of intelligence warning and political avenues for conflict resolution while
elevating military force as the primary instrument for achieving security.
The findings further suggest that, despite producing operational and tactical
gains, these strategic shifts have failed to achieve Israel’s declared strategic
objectives. Instead, they have contributed to the reproduction of the threat
environment, the emergence of new sources of insecurity, and rising military,
economic and social costs of warfare. They have also reduced prospects for



expanding normalisation agreements, undermined Israel’s international
standing, and affected the strategic environment of its relations with the
United States. The study concludes that the transition from a deterrence-
based strategy to one centred on permanent security has not enhanced
Israel’s security so much as it has reshaped the nature of the threats it
faces while increasing the costs of managing them at both the domestic and
international levels. In doing so, the study offers a theoretical explanation
for the transformation of Israel’s national security strategy in the aftermath
of 7 October.

Keywords: Israel, national security strategy, 7 October, Tufan al-Agsa,
permanent security, deterrence, critical juncture, settler colonialism.
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Abstract

This study delves into whether the image that China is constructing to define
its behaviour in the Middle East genuinely reflects the nature of Sino-Arab
relations, particularly in this region. In other words, do Middle Eastern states
engage with China based on the identity that Beijing seeks to present? Or do
the dynamics of interaction—whether cooperation, competition or conflict—
stem from an intersubjectively constructed identity? If so, China’s actions in
the region should not merely be seen as an extension of its self-definition but
rather as the product of an interaction between how China perceives itself
and how the countries of the region interpret and integrate this posture.

To address these questions, the study draws on the hypotheses and
propositions of constructivist theory, particularly as articulated by American
political scientist Alexander Wendt. The analysis unfolds in two key stages.
First, it seeks to identify the core elements of the image that China aims
to present by examining four dominant narratives that permeate its official
discourse: the narrative of the international order’s nature, the narrative of
normative and value-based distinction, the narrative of effectiveness and
performance, and the narrative of political model differentiation. Second, it
explores how these narratives are acknowledged, interpreted and internalised
within the Arab world, shedding light on the patterns of recognition and
reception at the regional level.

After analysing the dominant narratives in official Chinese discourse and
the Arab response through the lens of constructivist theory—particularly the



concepts of identity and recognition—this study finds that the recognition of
China’s role in the region is following an upward trajectory. This growing
acknowledgment is driven by two structural indicators. First, the evolution of
the Arab response, shifting from merely reformulating Chinese narratives to
fully adopting and reproducing them. Second, the expansion of the scope of
recognition from its official circles to the broader societal space.

Keywords: subjectivity, intersubjectivity, regional action, identity,
constructivism, recognition, narratives, China, Middle East.
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Abstract

This study examines the role of smart climate modelling, powered by
artificial intelligence (Al), in the proactive prevention of future resource-
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related conflicts. It analyses the relationship between climate change and
the escalation of security risks while exploring the epistemological shift
introduced by Al-driven systems in modelling climate risks and managing
uncertainty. The study adopts an analytical and foresight-based approach,
employing an interdisciplinary framework that integrates climate studies,
Al, security studies and governance through a critical analysis of the
relevant literature, explanatory models and future scenarios. The findings
demonstrate that Al represents a profound epistemological transformation
in climate risk analysis by shifting conflict management from reactive
response to anticipatory governance through probabilistic models capable of
capturing the complexity of environmental and societal interactions. The study
further argues that the strategic value of smart climate modelling extends
beyond improving risk prediction to reshaping decision-making processes
and strengthening early warning systems. At the same time, it highlights
the legal, ethical and geopolitical challenges associated with algorithmic
governance, data sovereignty and equitable access to climate information.
Finally, the study proposes the concept of algorithmic climate security as an
analytical framework for understanding the evolving relationship between
technology, climate and global security, emphasising that the effectiveness
of these models ultimately depends on the establishment of transparent and
equitable governance frameworks capable of promoting sustainable climate
security.

Keywords: smart climate modelling, climate artificial intelligence (climate
Al), algorithmic climate security, resource-related conflicts, proactive risk
governance.
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Abstract

This study examines the role of the African Union in combating corruption by
analysing the legal and institutional frameworks established by the Union,
particularly the Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption and the
Advisory Board Against Corruption. It assesses the effectiveness of these
mechanisms in light of the persistence of corruption in a number of African
countries, identifies the main challenges constraining the implementation
of continental commitments, and explores opportunities for strengthening
anti-corruption efforts. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the study
examines the Convention, the mechanisms of the Advisory Board, and
relevant indicators and reports. It finds that, although the African Union has
succeeded in establishing a legal and institutional framework for combating
corruption, its effectiveness remains constrained by a gap between the
ratification of continental commitments and their implementation at the
national level, as well as disparities in institutional capacity, weaknesses in
monitoring and accountability mechanisms, and limited political will in some
countries. At the same time, improvements recorded in several countries,
growing cooperation with regional economic communities, and increased
attention to asset recovery and illicit financial flows provide opportunities
to strengthen the continental anti-corruption framework. The study
concludes that narrowing the gap between legal frameworks and effective
implementation remains critical to enhancing the African Union’s role in
combating corruption.

Keywords: African Union, corruption, Convention on Preventing and
Combating Corruption, Advisory Board Against Corruption, governance,
accountability.
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Abstract:

Géopolitique des détroits. Enjeux de contrdéle de passages stratégiques
addresses a highly topical issue in geopolitical studies: the importance
of international straits in the global system. In an accessible manner, it
presents the reader with a crucial paradox: on the one hand, the enduring
economic and strategic importance of maritime passages, inherited across
generations and reinforced, rather than diminished, by developments in
global trade and modern trends in maritime traffic; on the other, the potential
for these locations to become flashpoints of disruption and crises capable of
unsettling regional and international security and prosperity.

The book defines this geographical space and enhances the reader’s
understanding of it by examining its geographical characteristics, political
and legal governance, and role in structuring shipping routes and shaping
the flows of global trade. It then explores its economic significance and its
function as a pivotal link between centers of export and import, serving the
pulsating heart of globalisation and its ceaseless flows.

Drawing on a survey of some of the world’s most important straits,
supported primarily by extensive economic indicators, the authors explore
the possibilities of reducing a dangerous and near-total dependence that
leaves the global economy and prosperity hostage to these vital passages.
The book can scarcely be read outside the context of unfolding crises that
are intensifying today in the Strait of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb, as well as
potential crises at the points where the strategies of major powers intersect.

Keywords: straits, geopolitics, law of the sea, navigation, international trade,
Strait of Hormuz, Bab al-Mandeb.
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