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Abstract

This study delves into whether the image that China is constructing to define
its behaviour in the Middle East genuinely reflects the nature of Sino-Arab
relations, particularly in this region. In other words, do Middle Eastern states
engage with China based on the identity that Beijing seeks to present? Or do
the dynamics of interaction—whether cooperation, competition or conflict—
stem from an intersubjectively constructed identity? If so, China’s actions in
the region should not merely be seen as an extension of its self-definition but
rather as the product of an interaction between how China perceives itself
and how the countries of the region interpret and integrate this posture.

To address these questions, the study draws on the hypotheses and
propositions of constructivist theory, particularly as articulated by American
political scientist Alexander Wendt. The analysis unfolds in two key stages.
First, it seeks to identify the core elements of the image that China aims
to present by examining four dominant narratives that permeate its official
discourse: the narrative of the international order’s nature, the narrative of
normative and value-based distinction, the narrative of effectiveness and
performance, and the narrative of political model differentiation. Second, it
explores how these narratives are acknowledged, interpreted and internalised
within the Arab world, shedding light on the patterns of recognition and
reception at the regional level.

After analysing the dominant narratives in official Chinese discourse and
the Arab response through the lens of constructivist theory—particularly the



concepts of identity and recognition—this study finds that the recognition of
China’s role in the region is following an upward trajectory. This growing
acknowledgment is driven by two structural indicators. First, the evolution of
the Arab response, shifting from merely reformulating Chinese narratives to
fully adopting and reproducing them. Second, the expansion of the scope of
recognition from its official circles to the broader societal space.

Keywords: subjectivity, intersubjectivity, regional action, identity,
constructivism, recognition, narratives, China, Middle East.
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