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The Function of the Electoral Process and the
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Abstract:

This study argues that the role of the electoral processin achieving democratic
transition, and consolidating the values of democracy within political
practice, remains contingent on the extent of the transition taking place
within the entire structure of the political system as well as the integrity and
transparency of the voting process, and the maturity of the elected political
actor. In this context, the study explores the functional intersection between
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Dr. Abdelilah Essatté, Professor of Political Science and Constitutional Law at Ibn Zohr University,
Morocco.



the electoral act and the democratic transition process by shedding light
on the Moroccan experience. In addition, the study relies on qualitative
analysis mechanisms that focus mainly on the outcomes and the impact on
the electoral process in Morocco, and the extent of their contribution to the
success of the political reform process and the consolidation of democratic
practice within the constitutional institutions. It concludes that there is no
conditional link between the electoral process and the establishment of
democracy no matter how competitive elections become and how much they
have maintained their periodicity and integrity, and that the ability to achieve
democracy through intersection with the electoral function requires, first
and foremost, a constitutional environment that guarantees the separation
of powers and the effectiveness of elected constitutional institutions.

Keywords: Elections, Democratic Transition, Electoral Authoritarianism,
Separation of Powers, Electoral Integrity.
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