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Abstract:

The study aims to measure the extent to which populism can benefit from
the political opportunities when granted or denied this opportunity. This is
made by comparing the available political opportunities across the different
political systems and examining how they influence the rise of populism.
The comparison here covers democratic and authoritarian regimes. The
research seeks to examine the theoretical framework known as the
Political Opportunity Theory. This framework is known to social movement
researchers. The current study seeks to explain populist strategies and
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Dr. Hasan Obaid, researcher at Vision Centre for Political Development and political editor at Visto
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momentum resulting from the opportunity given by existing political
structures. The central question of the study is: how do state structure and
the relationship between its networks and institutions influence the rise of
populist movements. The study concludes that authoritarian regimes are not
the only systems of governance that act as a breeding ground for populism,
but so are democratic regimes. The failures of local and economic policies,
polarizing media outlets provide an atmosphere focused on stories that feed
populist narratives, including those related to migration.

Keywords: Political Opportunity structure, Social Movements, Populism,
Democracy, Authoritarianism
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