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Al-Aqgsa Flood: How is the Axis of Resistance
managing the confrontation?
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Abstract

Operation Al-Agsa Flood was a purely Palestinian act according to the
statements of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) and confirmations
from Iran. However, these confirmations did not avert serious and repeated
guestions about the limits of the Iranian role, especially since Tehran openly
supports Hamas with funds, training and weapons. Questions regarding
Iran’s role, as well as that of the Axis of Resistance, may not be limited to the
scope of the role but may extend to its essence and nature.

The Palestinian issue is deeply embedded in Iranian political thought and has
formed a significant pivot in Iran’s foreign policy since the Islamic Revolution
and the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iran’s stance — and
hostility — towards Israel —has been unwavering for over four decades.
Nevertheless, the strategic interests of Iran, which have governed its policy
in building alliances within the region, cannot be overlooked. These alliances
have given rise to the Axis of Resistance. This is fundamentally linked to the
ongoing conflict with Washington and Iran’s growing regional influence.

More than a hundred days have passed since the Israeli aggression on
Gaza started, and the Palestinian resistance has demonstrated its ability
to manage a unique type of confrontation that the Israeli occupation has
never witnessed before. The Axis of Resistance, represented by Hezbollah,
the Popular Mobilisation Forces and other groups, joined the confrontation.
The resistance in Gaza appreciated its efforts and requested more. Then,
Ansar Allah joined to prevent the movement of ships heading to Israel, which
made a significant difference. Considering the gravity of and determination
in its actions, Ansar Allah seems to represent the crown jewel in the Axis of
Resistance. The participation of the Axis, even if it represents no more than
5% of its capabilities, serves as an indicator of the dilemma Israel may find
itself in.

This study examines the Iranian role and the role of the Axis of Resistance,
as well as how confrontation with Israel and the United States is managed. It
also explores the limits and determinants of these roles.

Keywords: Al-Agsa Flood, Hamas, Iran, Axis of Resistance, Ansar Allah
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Abstract

The study aims to explain the role of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) in China’s peaceful rise and the organisation’s ability to limit US military
interventions in East Asia. The study also aims to review China’s foreign
policy and the role of specific security agreements of the SCO. China has
successfully collaborated with member states and participated in resolving
crises in the region.

One of the most significant findings of the study is that the concept of peaceful
rise is controversial, considering the official Chinese position and discourses
that suggest the use of military force to reunify Taiwan. However, there is
an interest in the concept of moving towards establishing foreign relations
based on cooperation and multipolarity in order to achieve stability in the
world. As a result, China has benefited from the SCO through the prevention
of any external interventions or “colour revolutions” from changing political
regimes in member countries. Despite border tensions between China and
India during 2013-2022, security, and economic competition between China
and Russia in Central Asia, they are not mentioned, given China’s continuity
and success in achieving its goals.

Keywords: China-peaceful rise, Shanghai Organisation, Communist Party of
China, Chinese socialism.
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Abstract

This study addresses questions about the dimensions of the war on Gaza that
started on the 7th of October 2023: What are the geopolitical implications
of the Al-Agsa Flood and the war waged by Israel against the Palestinian
people under the pretext of deterrence, revenge, securing the release of the
hostages, and eliminating the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas)? Who
are the winners and losers in this new geopolitical landscape? To answer
these questions, the study sheds light on emerging geopolitical trends,
places the war in its proper context, and explains the nature of subsequent
geopolitical transformations.

Moreover, the study examines the transformations that may result from this
war, including a temporary setback in Arab-Israeli normalisation, Israel’s
loss of deterrence, causing adversaries to neither fear nor respect Israel,
and a relative decline in the influence and status of the United States due to
its blind alignment with the Israeli position. This has turned the United States
into a party to the war, allowing China and Iran to benefit regionally. The study
focuses on medium-term transformations, such as the rise of extremism in
the coming days and the decline in the prospects of a two-state solution,
despite a reasonable opportunity to initiate a peaceful path. However, it will
be limited and incapable of achieving the desired change.

The final result indicates that the Al-Agsa Flood will be a significant turning
point in regional policies, pushing the Palestinian cause to the forefront.
Some countries will be compelled to readjust their foreign policies to align
with the post Al-Agsa Flood era.

Keywords: The war on Gaza, Geopolitical Dimensions, Hamas, Normalization,
Israel.
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Abstract

Energy security constitutes one of the essential components of the Russian
national security system; and it cannot be separated from the requirements
of security, which is the active element in shaping its relations with the world
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as Russia possesses the world's largest natural gas reserves. What are the
implications of the Russian-Ukrainian war on energy security in Russia, and
what is its impact?

Through a descriptive-analytical approach, the study aims to provide a
general and comprehensive description of the repercussions of the war in
Ukraine on energy security in Russia. This involves examining strategic gains
and their effects on energy supplies, as well as Russian energy security in
the context of the war in Ukraine, alternatives, constraints and ultimately
Russian influence in the energy sector amid the risks and threats that may
impact its relations with other countries due to the war.

The study concludes that the war in Ukraine has significant implications
for energy security among nations, and that it plays a clear role in shaping
Russian foreign policy and poses a threat to the Russian energy security
system, especially with the suspension of natural gas supply and delivery to
some of the countries it has affected.

Keywords: Energy Security, Russia, Ukrainian war, Ukraine, Geopolitical
Influence.
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Abstract

For a long time, tribalism has been a strategic element for various
conflicting parties in Iraq to achieve military and strategic social goals. This
paper explores the two variables, security and tribal, with a focus on the
western region of Anbar province between 2003 and 2020. It provides an
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Karim Ismail, Humanitarian Expert & Researcher.



understanding of the reciprocal relationships between tribes in the western
region of Anbar on one hand and how these relationships impact the security
landscape in the region on the other.

The study concludes that the conflict in Western Anbar may cause a shift
in the international coalition against the Islamic State to become an arena
of contention between the United States and Iran. The United States, which
has been present in Western Anbar since the invasion of Iraq in 2003, will
continue to monitor Iranian presence in the region. The United States may not
overlook the possibility of renewing cooperation with the tribes of Western
Anbar, which have historically been a crucial frontline, as seen during the
Awakening Movements in 2006.

To survive, the tribes will either need to maintain a balanced approach
towards both parties, the American and the Iranian, or align themselves with
one of the two camps.

Keywords: Tribe, Iraq, Security, the International Coalition, Iran, ISIS.
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Abstract

The study aims to shed light on the trajectory of Algeria’s foreign policy
towards African countries, focusing on the problem and controversy of
official government efforts to transition from the symbolic security role,
which Algerian diplomacy has played since national independence in 1962,
to more effective roles on the economic level, taking into consideration the
increasing importance of the African continent and the evident competition
among major international powers to gain greater influence in Africa. The
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study concludes that despite the official Algerian discourse aiming to adopt
more open economic policies towards African countries, reality reveals
Algeria’s considerable distance from the stage and the arena of important
economic interactions on the continent.
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Abstract

This paper aims to analyse the relationship between political corruption
and humanitarian security in sub-Saharan Africa based on the premise that
political corruption has become a major obstacle to achieving sustainable
development onthe African continent and building a stable state with effective
institutions. This is because the cost of corruption is no longer limited to the
diversion of resources from their original purposes but has led to the erosion
of saocial fabric, and the undermining of the rule of law trust in governments

yeall - galic Gualsll deala ddgall cilsllell Aliwd (sglimall gual*
Lahcen El Hassnaoui, Professor of International Relations, Cadi Ayad - University - Morocco.



and institutions. This has caused the majority of African populations to
continue living under the pressure of the main root causes of humanitarian
insecurity, including poverty, hunger, inequality, violence and conflict. As a
result, armed movements have emerged, and military coups have occurred
in many African countries, disrupting their security and political stability.
These events have caused waves of displaced persons and refugees, as well
as irregular migration to the northern shores of the Mediterranean Sea.

Keywords: political corruption, human security, sub-Saharan Africa,
development
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Abstract

This edited volume examines the outcome of 15 initiatives of international and
regional mediation in various conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa.
It focuses on the Syrian, Yemeni and Libyan crises, as well as the ongoing
Israel-Palestine conflict, the sectarian conflict in Iraqg, national dialogue in
Algeria and other protracted conflicts. The volume offers deconstructive and
critical studies by more than a dozen researchers and experts in international
diplomacy and conflict resolution from the United States, Europe and the
Arab world, evaluating the prospects and shortcomings of international and
regional mediation processes.



The book's editors, Ibrahim Fraihat and Isak Svensson, argue that the problem
of armed conflicts and their increasing complexities in the Arab world have
not yet received regionalinstitutional responses for conflict management. The
book serves two interrelated purposes: (a) to use current scientific research
and knowledge on international mediation to analyse mediation processes in
the Arab world and enhance their understanding. (Cases in the Arab world
have mostly been analysed so far through reports and research that do not
engage with theoretical frameworks and perspectives.) (b) to employ insights
derived from the region to propel mediation research forward.

Keywords: Mediation, Conflict, Diplomacy, the Arab world, Crisis.
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