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International Competition for Cross-Border Trade
Corridors
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Abstract

The world’s major trading partners seem to be engaged in an escalating
competition to preserve their economic and political interests, ensuring that
no single party controls the management of the global economy. Recently, the
competition between them has been intensifying over the creation of cross-
border trade corridors, focused on regions that are central to their current
and future strategic calculations. This new international competition can be
referred to as the Trade Corridors War, which China initiated with the launch of
its Belt and Road Initiative in 2013. It had planned for one of these corridors to
pass through Middle Eastern countries, and began its rapid implementation.
Ten years later, the United States introduced a counterproposal, suggesting
the creation of an economic corridor to enhance connectivity and economic
integration between Asia, the Arabian Gulf and Europe. This corridor would
start from Mundra Port in India, pass through Fujairah Port in the United
Arab Emirates, and then extend by rail to Saudi Arabia, Jordan and finally
to Haifa Port in Palestine.In light of this, the objective of this research is to
examine the goals of these cross-border trade corridors, which lie at the
heart of the economic and commercial rivalry between China and the United
States. This rivalry aims at controlling global supply chains on one hand, and
the United States’ efforts to position India as a potential trade partner and
competitor to China on the other hand, along with its strategic partners in the
Arabian Gulf.

Keywords: India, China, economic corridor, Belt and Road Initiative.
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the epistemic and methodological approaches
offered by both foreign and Moroccan researchers regarding protest
movements in Morocco, while highlighting these writings. The local/foreign
dichotomy is present in the analysis of Moroccan society and the theories
used to explain it. Both foreign and local scholars have sought to interpret
protest actions by developing epistemic and methodological frameworks
for theorising protest movements, as seen in various literatures and studies

slandl jlall(@ulilh guall deals dplull pglellg plell ggilall @ dialy Olaping slima 3 *
Dr. Hasna Bichrden, a researcher in public law and political science at Hassan Il University, Casablanca.



from different branches of social sciences. The differences in perspectives
and starting points between the two approaches, along with critiques from
domestic literature of external theorisation, are essential. The relationship
and coherence between the two are vital for understanding protest movements
in contemporary Morocco. Furthermore, the chronological development of
these studies offers multiple opportunities for interpretation, critique and
commentary by Moroccan researchers focused on protest movements,
contributing to the accumulation of knowledge and scholarship on the
phenomenon of Moroccan protests.

Keywords: Morocco, protest movements, epistemic approaches, foreign,
local
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Abstract

The fall of Bashar al-Assad’s regime in Syria on 8 December 2024, was
a defining moment in the history of Syria and the region. On one hand, it
marked the culmination of a popular revolution that lasted nearly 13 years,
during which the regime committed horrific crimes against its people. On
the other hand, it represented a profound shift in the region’s geopolitical
landscape, expected to significantly influence the broader situation and
future developments.

The manner in which the event unfolded and the speed of the regime’s
collapse took everyone by surprise. Many countries needed several days to
fully grasp the new reality, and numerous questions remain regarding what
happened and how the regime fell so rapidly, with its president fleeing the
country.

Throughout the course of the conflict, Syria exhausted all its resources
while enduring prolonged suffering under the rule of a regime described as
a bloodthirsty dictatorship that lasted more than half a century. The Arab
world and the broader region also suffered under al-Assad’s leadership,
particularly since he employed provocative and extortionist policies as key
tools in his dealings with neighbouring countries and other regional powers.
This all changed with the final transformation, which ushered in a rapid and
widespread liberation process that surpassed all expectations. This swift
change was not solely the result of internal dynamics within Syria; it also
reflected deep international and regional interactions.

While Syrians, along with the regional and international community,
universally viewed this as a great victory, it was accompanied by significant
and daunting challenges on the road to a lasting and stable success. Some
of these challenges are typical, while others are unique to Syria’s complex
situation and its dire humanitarian consequences.

Keywords: Syria, collapse of the governance system, economic challenges,
political challenges, security challenges, regional and international balances.
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Abstact

This research examines the means by which the Israeli occupation targets
education in Palestine by attacking educational institutions between 1967 and
2023. It analyses the policies and actions implemented by the occupation to
negatively impact or dismantle the Palestinian educational system, viewing
it as a central component in the occupation’s strategic control. The primary
aim of the research is to document the history of attacks on Palestinian
educationalinstitutions since 1967, shed light on Israeli policies and practices
targeting schools and universities, and assess the impact of these policies on
Palestinian education. The study also explores the psychological and social
effects on students, teachers and the educational infrastructure, as well as
the impact of these attacks on Palestinian identity, culture and resistance.

In terms of methodology, the research adopts a qualitative approach as
its general framework. Data collection, description and analysis are based
on tracking historical events, using historical documents, books, previous
studies and official reports. The historical inductive method is employed to
understand the developments and policies related to Palestinian education
during the studied period, complemented by official statistics and data to
document the resulting losses and damages.

The research reveals that the occupation followed a systematic policy of
targeting Palestinian education, which included the destruction of schools,
restricting academic freedoms and distorting curricula. These policies led
to the deterioration of the educational system, a rise in the emigration of
skilled educators, and a worsening of psychological and social crises among
students and teachers. However, Palestinians displayed resilience and
creativity in response to the targeting of education through initiatives such
as grassroots education and distance learning.

Keywords: Palestine, Naksa, Israeli occupation, education.
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to explore the impact of the Frankfurt School on
our understanding of the concept of international security in the context of
contemporary global transformations. The Frankfurt School is recognised as
one of the leading intellectual movements that contributed to broadening the
scope of international critique. It employed critical perspectives to analyse
the structural, cultural and economic factors that influence international
relations.

The research begins with the hypothesis that the Frankfurt School has
played a role in transforming the concept of security from a traditional state-
cantered view to a more holistic approach that considers social and economic
challenges. The study examines several case studies from countries such as
South Africa, India, the Maldives, Libya, Tunisia and Sudan, demonstrating
how Frankfurt School ideas can be applied to address security issues in
these various contexts.

The research concludes that the Frankfurt School not only provides a critical
perspective on global security challenges but also deepens our understanding
of the complex dimensions of security. Through critical analysis, the ideas
of the Frankfurt School contribute to reshaping security policies to be
more inclusive and flexible, thus offering effective frameworks to tackle
contemporary security challenges. These findings are highly significant for
policymakers and scholars in the field of international relations, emphasising
the importance of integrating critical perspectives into security thinking to
ensure sustainable and comprehensive stability.

Keywords: Frankfurt School, security concept, critical, international
relations, international security
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Abstract

This book falls within the wave of geopolitical analyses that focus on the
power balances during a transitional period in the international system,
overshadowed by the potential shift from a unipolar world to a new, still
unclear order. After years of absolute dominance following the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the United States has entered a new phase, marked by
increasing challenges to its central position in the world. Based on various
measurement indicators, strategic analysis literature identifies the powers
likely to disrupt this unipolar structure as an Asian power—China—and a
Eurasian power—Russia.

This challenge is further intensified by the growing strength of the strategic
alliance between the two opposing powers, which so far has proven robust.
Both are driven by a widespread conviction among their leaders that the West
has been on a downward economic slope since the 2008 financial crisis,
and politically, is grappling with the crisis of democracies and the rise of
populism in Europe and America. Beyond these objective factors, the author
suggests there is also a psychological element: the desire for revenge for the
historical humiliations endured by China and Russia in their confrontations
with the West.

The author structures his analysis of the struggle for leadership around
two critical points of conflict: one already ignited in Ukraine and the other
potentially erupting in Taiwan. He dissects the elements of power available
to each side, the possibilities of confrontation or cooperation, and revisits
history—especially the 20th century—to compare the current state of the
international system with similar moments of escalation.

The analysis is rich in its multiplicity of perspectives and astute assessment
of the indicators, yet it does not escape the Western centrality that bends the
facts to fit the geopolitical vision of the Western world, to the detriment of the
narratives of others, both in the East and the Global South.

Keywords: balance of power, international system, unipolar system, China,
Russia.
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The Positions of Islamic Political Parties in South Africa
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Abstract:

Since October 2023, the Gaza Strip has been enduring one of the most brutal
Israeli offensives against defenseless civilians, reflecting an unprecedented
scale of genocide and ethnic cleansing against Palestinians. In this context,
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the study aims to analyse the positions of Islamic political parties in South
Africa towards this war, with a particular focus on how their stances are
shaped by South Africa’s historical experience with apartheid.

The study concludes that these parties’ positions are rooted in a combination
of Islamic identity and a shared history of resistance against racism, which
positions the Palestinian cause as a central element in their political
discourse. The findings also indicate that Al Jama-Ah Party is notably active
in advocating for Palestinian support through parliamentary and grassroots
initiatives, while the Cape Muslim Congress is distinguished by its strong
rhetoric against Zionism and its supporters, though its field activities are
more limited. The study underscores the importance of strengthening and
further developing these positions to create a more influential force at both
the local and regional levels in supporting Palestinians and their right to
freedom and independence.

Keywords: Gaza, genocide, apartheid, South Africa, Al Jama-Ah Party, Cape
Muslim Congress, Zionism.
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