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The New Syria: Scenarios for the Reshaping of Power
Balances and Potential Strategic Shifts in the Middle
East
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Abstract:

This paper explores the strategic scenarios for the future of Syria in the post-
Bashar al-Assad era, focusing on how the collapse of the regime impacts the
geopolitical dynamics and strategic alliances within the Middle East. Using
the "scenario analysis" approach, it discusses three potential pathways
for Syria: relative stability, state failure or renewed authoritarianism. Each
scenario is evaluated in terms of potential implications on regional power
balances, interstate alliances and geopolitical interests of key regional and
international stakeholders involved in Syria, including Turkey, Iran, Israel, the

Jad doals (gl (il JSp @ gloallg (uSlg dulgall Ggguill aclua Aliwl ySL @le .2 *
* Dr. Ali Bakir, Assistant Research Professor of International Affairs, Security and Defence at Ibn Khaldon
Centre for Humanities and Social Sciences, Qatar University.



Gulf states, Russia and the United States. The analysis reveals that internal
developments in Syria will significantly affect not only domestic stability
but also regional cohesion, alliance structures and power distribution.
Additionally, it demonstrates that the interplay of strategic choices made by
regional and international actors will considerably determine Syria’s future
trajectory.
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